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up residence in Oxford, he had the right to consider him-
self an author of more or less repute. In introducing
him to the intending partner of a bookseller and printer,
well-known in Oxford, Mr, Timothy Shelley added that
his son had a literary turn, and graciously invited his
acquaintance to indulge Bysshe in his printing freaks
"Zastrozzi" had readers, no doubt, though it is not easy to
imagine any one being vitally interested in this story of
the romantic adventures of a desperate outlaw and in his
high-flown sentiments. It is unjust, however, from the
comparative point of view, to speak of it as a ridiculous
failure. It was written in imitation of the " Monk " Lewis
and Mrs. Radcliffe style of authorship, and appealed to the
crude, mawkish, and sentimental taste in the literature of
fiction then prevalent; and that it did successfully appeal
to numerous readers is evident from the fact that many
years after its appearance it came to be included in the
once popular series known as the "Romancists* and
Novelists' Library," where it figures as No. 10. Any
reader of this monograph will find no difficulty in be-
coming acquainted with Shelley's prose works, which a
few years ago were issued in a handy volume. So it will
be enough to add here that " Zastrozzi" is a puerile and
morbid story, sufficiently excellent in its degree to deserve
to rank just below Lewis' and Mrs. Radcliffe's romances
in point of interest and truth to life, and interesting to
the student of Shelley only because of its authorship.

The young novelist-poet entered University College m
a. Leicester scholar. "University" was fixed upon by
Mr. Timothy Shelley as the college where he himself
had been trained in the ways of wisdom and unwisdom,ght yearsed
